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few students who read these authors in our secondary schools will 
practice economy by buying one of Lewis' dictionaries at from twice 
to five times the price of Mr. Nail's. In the dictionary of Mr. Nail 
they will find meager definitions, illustrative examples so few as to be 
of little or no service in their composition lessons, quantities marked 
for metrical purposes only (e. g., conicio, mons, quintus, regnuni), not 
for pronunciation, and they will not seldom miss words for which they 
look (e. g., fello, lotium, inrumator, peditum, etc., in Catullus). A low 
price is not enough to make up for defects such as these. 

H. W. Johnston 

The Indiana University 



Specimens of the Pre -Shakespearean Drama, with an Introduction, 
Notes, and a Glossary. By John Matthews Manly, Profes- 
sor in Brown University. The Athenaeum Press Series. In 
two volumes. Ginn & Co. 

Every teacher of English appreciates the advantages of giving to 
his students a first-hand knowledge of an author, or of a period in lit- 
erature. Unless a large library is at hand, it is frequently difficult for 
an instructor to supply his classes with the literature that will provide 
this first-hand knowledge. The difficulty is especially apparent in the 
presentation of early Saxon, and, in fact, of all Pre-Shakespearean litera- 
ture. These volumes by Professor Manly remove many of the difficul- 
ties in studying this early period. They contain the best productions, 
in part or in whole, beginning with fragments of the earliest liturgical 
plays, and extending through the miracle, mystery, and moral plays, 
and the interlude, to the final comedy and tragedy of the Elizabethan 
age. The specimens are carefully chosen, and are thoroughly adapted 
to a first-hand study of the development of the English drama. 

F. D. Nichols 
The Morgan Park Academy 



